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6. Comments:

a. This report reviews multiple studies of delinquent behavior in girls to discover patterns.

b. Itis found that girls do not have a standard or typical sequence of delinquent behaviors.
For example, girls’ delinquency does not always begin with running away. Girls begin
engaging in delinquent behavior at different times throughout childhood and
adolescence, and transition in and out of delinquent behavior at different times.

c. Many girls are low-level offenders whose delinquency involves truancy, public disorder,
and alcohol use. Other than substance use, girls tend to commit offenses relatively
infrequently, averaging fewer than ten offenses of any one kind throughout a year. Girls
committing the most serious offenses tend to desist within a year or two.

d. Intervention efforts should consider the unique offending behaviors of girls. Itis
recommended that service providers pay careful attention to using evidence-based
successful interventions to avoid using an intervention that exceeds the time during
which girls engage in offending behavior.

e. Substance use, particularly alcohol use, should be addressed for all delinquent girls due
to the large overlap in substance use with other delinquent behaviors.

f.  Prevention efforts need to address boys and girls at an early age because many girls

begin offending at a young age.
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Additional Comments: Colorado features prominently in this report. The Girls Study Group includes Dr.
Del Elliott, Director of the Center for the Study and Prevention of Violence at the University of Colorado.
David Hulzinga, who is acknowledged at the conclusion of the report, is a senior research associate at
the Institute of Behavioral Sciences at the University of Colorado. Two surveys comprise the bulk of
resources for this report, one of which is the Denver Youth Survey.



